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© | Here bumbly preſent to you , and under your Name and Patro- 


To the much Honoured 00224 - Marry Jaw * 
RICHARD WINWOOD, Eſq; 
SIR, ol ci 


nege publiſh to the World two Sermons , the one concerning the 

primitive Goodneſs of the Creatures as they firſt came out of 

God's band; the other, of the righteous Man's geodneſt, kind« 
neſs , and mercy to the Creanes , which God bath put into bis band, 
or under his feet, If any queſtion me for preaching un the firſt Snb- go 
jed, ſaying, wherefort is this loſs ? My anſwer it, that God bimſelf, 
who is infinitely wiſe , did preach on the Creatures goodneſs and ex+- 
cellency unto Job, and thereby brought bim on bis knees, even to ab. w* Jobs 
bor bimſelf in duft and aſhes. That Lemon: the viſe of Men ſince 39, -_" 
Adam, fhewed bis Files not in Metapbyſical Speculations &r No- "© 
fioms , not in Logical Sopbiſms or Terms of Art , not jn Philological 
Criticiſms : But in that be ſpake of Trees, from the Cedar-rree 
that is in Libenon unto the Hyſſop that ſpringeth vut of the 
Wall; he ſpakealſo of Beaſts, and of Fowls, and of creeping , Kings: 
Things, and of Fiſhes. And I have beard of Mr. Wheat! of 4-33. &c; 
Banbury, en eloquent and « famous Preacher, that be made « = & e 
Sermon.in commendation of « Horſe. And truly where God gives « 
Text, and preaches on it Waſh: Miniſters bave « ſuffriemt war - 
rant to « Sermon, As for my choice of the f of the ſecond 
Sermon and my Diſcourſe thereon 3; my is, if it need one, that 
it bath often grieved my Soul , to ſee bow the poor bruit Beafts bave 
been uſed, or abuſed rather, by their jnbhumane, mercileſs, abſurd, & 
unreaſonable cruel Maſters, who having ag underſtanding be- 
came worſethan the Beaſt op ppritck And I wonld , if it 
was Pcs fat 2 Bop 27'Whe rage brutiſh Men , and however hear 
teſtimony to the truth, namely , that "tis & good Charatitr of « goed 
Man to be m_—__ to bis Beaff. : Ys 
As forthi $10 you; 7 may ſay that ty. 
Quality thet 7 bave known, you are moft free from thit fault. T, a 1 
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Uke nts s you dg m of your Boop. 
apy nn 17 hunter gx) ro oa gf Elea- 
zir, Abraham't Srrwerd , that bad # care $Co- 
mels. Further, SIR, give me leave to tell you t prey 
Treatiſe of Monfieur de la Chambre , to prove thet Beafts bave 
reaſon ; and that one of the Ancients ſaith , that Canis is ek 
Echicus, Theologus. New, if ſo it be, that Dogs makg Syllogi 

and that they ds Cilcurrere «5 well as currere, diſcourſe as we 
courſe , 1 preſrane you may know as well as molt Gentleman in Eng« 
laad. Honoured SIR, altbough I never did preach to thoſe ir- 
rations! Animals ( as the Book of Comformities tells 13 $, Francis did 
fo the Wolf, aud the Birds,) to teach them their duty to G14 oy Man ; 
war do [preteul to preach in theſe Sermons to ftir 1p Men's Devo- 


' tion from what is np d of the greatReverence which $. Anthony's 
| Mule, $. Francis 61s $ 
. bo the Sacrament ; yet I may and mult profeſs to learn Gratitude to 


beep , - the Cook of Lisb-1i's Dog ſfhew'd 


my BenefaGours, and particularly to your Werthy ſelf from Patroclus 
bis Lyon, who fawned on bim when thrown ro bim in the 1 beatre at 
Rome to be devawed by him, and all this for & good turn the Man 


| bad formerly dove him in Africa by _ _— out of the wy 


foot that bu*t bim. SIR, TH not bold you in the porch by 

prefixing @ largeEpiſtle 19 ſo ſmall aPiece; | ſhall you add one bum - 
ble and hearty Keque} unto all Gentlemen who delight in Huming, 
who ſhalt read theſe Sermons , if any ſuch ſhall bappen to caf# their 
eyts im them : That they __ often think, of Amedeus , Dukg of 
Savoy, who wai chyſen Pipe, but tos good to hold it, who ſhewing © 
Company of rel "oy 1n,urifhed by bm, ſaid theſe were the Hounds 
wherew: bunt aſter the Kingdom of Heaven. And bow- 
ever never to role py Childrens bread to yo it to the Dogs ;, Imoan, 
to provide a/wayi that the poi may vob fare the worſe, becauſe their 
Hauwad: fare ſo he wh. (Ov 9 } cond with my bumble and bearty 
Requuejt 11 the Alnighty.GO D cr 1%. 4 op 6 be would be pleaſed 
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Gen, I, Part of the 3r. Verſe. 


And God ſaw ever) thing that he had maie , a behold it 
was very good, 


HE Holy Scripeures, even from the beginning of 
them , ſpeak of God «4r33»mm3ss , after the man- 
ner of men; And becauſe "tis che ordinary pra- 
ice of the beſt Artificers , often to take a view 
of the works under their hands, to compare them 
with the Idea which they have in their minds, or with che 
Model or Pattern which they have before their eyes, to the 
end to ſee how well they agree thereunto ; Therefore alſo 
doth the Text repreſent to us Almighty God , the great Ar- 
chice&t, Builder, or Maker of Heaven and Earth, and rhe 
Sea and all things therein , haviag in fix days — this 
glorious Fabrick , now in the cloſe of the ſixth day ing a 
general ſurvey or review of all his works , (as it were)to ce 
whether all things were made , according to the Idea or plat- 
form of things which he had in his own mind from all eterni- 
ty z to ſee ( as it were )) whether there was any neceſſary 
Creature wanting , any thing made ſuperfluous or redun- 
dane, how the ſeveral particulars did correſpond and con- 
ſpire to adom the Univerſe , whether any Mons or Ariſter- 
chus could ever after come forth and juſtly criticiſe 
upon any of his works, upon any tirtle or jota in all the great 
Book of rhe Creatures from the beginning to the end - 
of, And God ſaw every thing that be bad . And when God 
had viewed and rev , ſuperviſed and reviſed his whole 
work, and every particular of itz he paſſed judgment, righ- 
teous judgment , and that with a Sentence of approtanien 
and commendation uponevery particular thing which he had 
made. And bebold (faith the y 1 )it was very goed, 
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God's ſurvey of all his Creatures; and his judgmene of 
them upon his ſurvey and review of them ; theſe ewo divide 
the Text. Frum the words we ſhall deduce theſe rwo Obſer- 
vations. 

1. That God, who is =w3po5, he doth look upon again & 
zpain, and conſider his works. 

2. That it is a true and righteous Sentence or Judgment, 
namely cfis which he paſſed upon his Creatures at fuſt , as 
they then were, as they came out of his hands ; Bebold they 
were very goed. 

The tormer I ſhall very briefly Ciſpatch, the latter I hall 
infiſt upo1. 

1, Of che firſt. It cannot be that ever any thing ſhould be 
hid from Gods all-ſecing Eve, which is a thoukad times 
brighter than the Sun 3 Waich if it look on the Sun, the eye 
of the World, chat ſhineth not; yea God whos All-eye, 7 0- 
tus eculus, fees more chan the eyeot Faith doth , and yer that 
ſees chings that are inviſivle ; and therefore nothing Which 
was regiltred in Moſe:'s Natural Hiſtory of the Creation,could 
poſſibly lye undiſcovered unto him. No not the Angels of 
Heawep above , whic't becaule not to be (ſeen with corporal 
eyes, much leſs Minerals hid in the bowels of the Earth be- 
neath , which becauſe not aftually ſeen without much dig- 

inz and Celving , or becauſe not fo ſoon perfeted by the 
- ofthe Sun, are therefore omitted altogether in the 
eding Narration , I ſaythere was never any thing, either 

in Heaven above, in the Exrth beneatit, or in the Waters 
either above or under the Earth , which was nor alway viſi- 
ble, and aqtually ſeen and beheld by him. And yet, if you 
look over this Chapter , you will find that *tis ſaid that God 
had ſeen his works four times before now. He ſaw the work 
of every Yay in the end thereof, and pronounced it good, 
except the ſecond day ; which ſome think was becauſe che 
Angels were created that day, and that day fell multircudes 
of rhem 3; Others becauſe that day was a work of diviſion; 
for then God made the Firmament , and divided the Waters 
which were under the Firmament, from the Waters which 
were above the Firmameart, verſe7, Or laſtly and _ =_ 
bly, 
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bably , becauſe the work which was begun that day wis not 
fo fully perfeted until the third day , . when God gathered 
the Waters under che Heaven into one place,and call'd it Seas, 
when 'tis ſaid , that God ſow that it was good. Verl. 1G. I lay, 
God had ſeen his works tour times betore this ſixth day ; and 
never looked on any thing that he had made , but he law it 
was good ; and yet this fatisfies not, but he ſees and ſurveys 
them again a fifth time, namely now on the ſixth day, Ged ſaw 
every thing that be bad made. 

Ir any wonder at this, and fay in their heart , what Coth 
this mean? if ic was ſo, why was it thus? I an(wer, chat it 
was not done for that it was poſſible tor Gud to have over- 
ſeen himſelf in any of his works, and to have omicred either 
any part or parcel of work which he had deſignedro do, or 
any punAilio of workmanſhip requiſice ; It was not becauſe 
that any thing <irher aSually did , or poſſibly could miſcar- 
ry in his hands, or be marred by him in che making of it ; 
Ir was not becauſe there was ay want of harmony , or Cue 
proportion of the parts one to another , or becauſeall roge= 
rher they could poſhbly render the Univerſe ugly or mon- 
flirous, lt was not for any one , nor tor all theſe caules pur 
rogether , that God 1s (aid thus often to ſee his works: But 
it may be for ſome ſuch ends as theſe 3 

1, Toreach us (ſeriouſly to contemplate , and wiſely to 


conſider the operation of his hands , to ſludy the Book of 


Nature well , that large Volume of two Tomes, Heavea and 
Earth ; and therein to ſee the inviſible things of God, even 
his eternal Power and Godhead , which being of chemſelves 
not ſeen, yetare maniteſt by the things that do appear, In 
the Sun , Moon, and Stars you may lee digitum Dei ; In the 
inferior or ſublunary Creatures veſtigia Dei , GoCs footſteps, 
for quelibet Herba & que'ibet Bejtiola Deum refert, In Man you 
may ſee Dei Speculum & Imaginem, the Glals, Image, and Re- 
preſentation of God. In the Univerſe, as in a fair Book and 
very legible Charaters, you may read, yea you may run and 
read, the Name and Nature of God ; and by reading and ftu- 
(ing this Book only, you may prove good Scholars in Di- 
virucy. God rhe / have no Atheiſt in the Univerſity of the 

B 2 2 World : 


Cnr” wt Coe oy AO rs —_— 


(4) 

World : But if any ſuch there be, who ſhut their eyes a- 
gainſt the light of the knowledge of God ia the face of the 
whole Creation, let them know that God's eye is ever upon 
them, and that for evil , tor this horrid ingraticude , in that 
that they would marr him chat made them , not allow him 
a being who give them , and all things or Creatures elſe , 
theirs. 

2, To teach us to view and review our own works. If 
God, who could not err, (irveyed every days work Cone 
excer ted) in the end of the day, and rhe whole weeks work 
inthe end of the ſixth day : Let us goand do likewiſe ; Let's 
conſider our ways Gaily , and again let's conſider our ways 
weekly ; Let there be no man amongſt us , but who reviews 
his works, ſaying, What bave /done 7 T his was the way where- 
in David (if we judge him che pen-man of the 119. Palm) 
was converted , or reſtored after his fall , he thought on bis 
ways , look'd them over and over again, and twn'd bis feet 
unto Gods Teftimonics. 

3. Toſecure to lumſelfhis own honour and glory, and to 
render the Creatures inexcuſable , in cale of any future mil- 
carriage. Now itany thing fall, and be marr'd, che faule 
cannot juſtly and reaſonally be imputed unto God ; for he 
was exceeding caretul ro make, and overlook, and examine 
his works , and to make and leaveall we'l , good, and very 
good. If therefore there happen hereafter to be any errour, 
any crack , flaw , ſpot or blur, any taulr in any of the Crea- 
tures , it muſt be ackno»s ledged ro be by (ome abuſe, neg- 
le& , miſcarriage , or fall ourofour hands : for, before they 
came out of God's hands , he looked them over and over a- 
gain, and found and left them all right and good, and very or 
— _— | Ning nd finding faul 

4. To our carping, quarrelii in e 
with God's works, Ne aliter de ſuis eperibus ſentire vel gw gu: 
quam . Calvin. That we ſay nor, no nor in our hearts, 
Cui bens ? Or , Srerſum perditis bec # Concerning any of the 
Creatures , that none may ſay , Whar# this ? re is 
that ? For all the works of che | ——_ 
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And he bath made «ll things for their 


G) 
Ecclefiaft. Cap. 39. 16, 17, 21. That none might blaſpheme 
Gods works, as that profane Spaniard did. 
That none might or think falſely and fooliſhly con- 
cerning God , as the do, viz. Deus ultima veſpers pre- 
ventum quadam animantis imperſetis reliquiſſe. Calvin. in 


Gen. 2- 1. 
God the _ e of Heaven and Earth, did in the beginni 
of the World firiftly look and enquire into, truly try » 


righteouſly judge all bis Creatures ; and he returns Omnis 
bent, 1 find no fault in any thing that I have made, God ha- 
ving newly printed the Book of the Creatures in ſix days , 
and having compared it ſheer by ſheet (as it were) before , 
with the original in his own mind, and found no faule in it ; 
he doth now again that the whole work is finiſhed , read ir 
and examine all over again, and ſees no jota or tittle amiſs 
in it from the beginning to the end thereofz no place tor 
the leaſt daſh of the pen of Men or Angels , and no need of 
as leaſt couch of his own hand , eicher to corre&t or coms 
pleat ir, 

And this brings us to the other Obſervation , that it was a 
true and righteous Judgment which God paſſed upon his 
Creatures, as they came our of his hands at firſt , that they 
were very good. They were good before , and well approved 
of, four or five times , by God ; bur now that all is done 
and poliſhed by God's own hand, now 'ris perfe&t , very goed; 
nothing need to be added thereunto. When God aw the 
parts of this body of the Univerſe part by pare , each was 

ood and beautitul as he made and viewed ic day by Cay: 

t now the body being fully compleated , by that which 
every part ſupplyerth ; and now this body of the viſible 
World being with a viſible head , Man, God's Depu- 
ty and Vice-roy , made and fer to rule and govern all his 
Creatures here below; Now 'tis added, they were very 
goed, God aſſembled the Creatures before Adam, to ſee 
what names he would give all his Subje#s ; and Adom gave 
names to all Cattel, and to the Fowls of the Air, and to c+e- 
ry Beaſt of the Fi 3. 20, Adem gave them every one 
his name ; and God gave them all an Epichirfte , very god. 
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"Thall endeavour, with God s leave and help, toſhew , 


1. How, audin what ſenſe , the Creatures may be (aid to 
be good and very good, 

2, To prove, that the Creatures are ſo very good. 

3. Waether all the Creatures have always been, and now 
are (© very good, as when they firſt came our of God's hands; 
an'!, if mr, then 

4. Waethcrever there has been, or ſhall be, a reſtuuration 
ofche Creatures to their primitive goodnels ? 

s. Whit God requires that we ſhovid contribute to- 
warCcs the repair of this great Houſe of the World, and to- 
wards the reſtoring the Creatures to their firſt goodneſs and 
beauty. 

Or che Firſt : 

1. The Creatures are all good Met ally , as they had 
a being , En: & bomun cenpernuntur : And fo they were drops 
of chat Ocean of goodneſs chat is in God, *Tis good by 
ſome participation of his goodneſs , and conformity to his 
Word and Will, withour which it could not have been at all. 
$9 the Scripture teſtifierh , that every Creature of God is goed, 
here, andinthe 1 Tim. 4, 4. All that was made was every 
way agreable to his Will, and contrary to, or without that 
was nothing made that was mace. 

2, Th: Creatures were all good Moraly. There was no 
Anomyor Ataxy amongſt them all. Nothing prejudicial ro 
God's glory; and, every thing ſerviceable for mans benehic. 
The Creatures were good; that is were geodly, fair, plexr- 
ſant rothe eyes ; Again, they weregood ; thar is, profitable, 
or commodious : So the word may impore 3; for that which 
one Evangeliſt calleth goed , Mar. 9.42. another calleth pro- 
frrable, Luk. 17. 2. 

" 3. They were Theolegically good. They were as ſo many 
Letters,cut of which men might ſpell the Name of God Al- 
mighty, Pſal, 19. Yea from theſe Creatures, as from To ma- 
ny Teachers, men might learn many profitable Leſſons , 
touching ſervice and obedience ro their Maker, The Crea- 
tures proclaim to us Got!'s goodneſs, and plory : andagain, 
the homage ang dury, which we owe unto Gud our Cunger: 
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The Creatures are a kind of —_ whereby we may always 


aſcend up unto God, The World is Templum Dei , God's 
Temple: and in this Temple doth every ene of his Creatures 
ſpeak of but bona. 

Of che Second , we ſhall endeavour to evidence the good- 
neſs and beanty of the Creation. 

s. From che various Natures of the Creatures. 

2, From the goodly Order of their creation, propagation, 
and working, 
3- From their great Uſefulneſs, and ſerviceableneſs unco 


Man. 

4. From their extraordinary Obedience unto God , their 
Maker. | 

Of the Firſt. 

1. Every Creature of God nan and it is a pleaſant 
thing to behold or conſider the beauty of them all jn cheir 
firſt creation. How much are we Celighted with a good 
Proſpe&t, yea with a fair Landskip ſometimes. The [hew 
which the Devil cempred our Saviour withal ( for, from 
the top of an exceeding high Hill , he ſhewed him all the 
Kingdoms of the World , and the glory of them) was of it 
ſelfa tempting , and would have a raviſhing ſight to 
us. Butalas ! this ſighewas nothing , to that view , which 
God took of all the Creatures of the World, and the good- 
neſ5 of them. 

Let's behold God's fix days works , beginning from the 
Angels in Heaven, to the meaneſt Creature on the Earth, or 
in the Waters: and we ſhall ſee a delightful fight, rendred 
ſo by the excellent variety of the Creation. Some Creatures, 
as Angels, are all ſpirit, and no bodies : Some again , cor- 
pork! Creatures, and no ſpirits : Some half the one and half 
theother ; as Man. Again, ſome Creatures have life 3 and 
ſome are without life : Of thoſe that have life, ſome are ra- 
tional, ſome are irrational; Of unreafbnable Creatures, 
ſome are integre Animalia , ſome inſets; and of both forts, 
ſome live > Air , and ſome in the Water, and ſome on 


the Earth, and Come are «ueidis, as Crocodils, &c. which 
live partly in the Water, and partly oa the dry Land. Again, 
there 
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there is a Creature which is partly a Plant, and partly an A- 
nimal ; and that is a Sponge; and, whatif we lay the ame 
of the ſenſitive Plane ? Come we toinſtance only in the bruit 
Creatures , and there we ſhall ſee an admirable variery. God 
hath vothil'd the World with all great, or all ſmall, or all 
o&f a middle fize ; bur with ſome of every fort. I ſhall be 
beholden to the Naturaliſt ( Franz'us ) to ſhew a five-fold 
oblervalile Variety amougſt theſe 3; And this is our Firſt. 

1. God their Maker hath fer to all their ſeveral quantiries, 
their bounds , which they ſhall not paſs. The greedy Swine 
ſhall vever grow to bt io big as the Elephant 3 nor the Pi- 
geou ro be io great as the Swan. 

2. They have their (ſeveral Voices and Tones ; the Cuc- 
kow doth never crow like the Cock ; nor the Lyon grune 
like the Hog ; nor the Dog neigh like the Horſe. 

3- They have their ſeveral Trades and Imployments ; 
The Birds, Nightiugals excepted , fing not in che night ; 
bur the Dogs bark in the night, and this Creature alone be- 
trays the Thief, at what hour of che night ſaever he comes. 

4. They delight in a diverſe kind of Dyer, feed on ſe- 
veral Diſhes , and God gives every one his proper Diſh, his 
Meat io his ſeaſon 3 The Sheep doth not feed on fleſh 3 nor 
doth the Horle rake pleaſure to gnaw the bones like the 
Dog 3 nor the Fiſh to ear hay like the Oxe, 

$. They tave ſeveral Dwellings or Hiding-places ; The 
Hare does not lye down at the Crib; nor doth the Dog 
delight conſtantly co abide in the Wood, amongſt Wolves, 
Tygers, and Lyons. 

Of the Second. 

God firſt made the Dwelling-houſes of the Creatures , 
before the Inhabitanrs cherevf; yea he firſt ſurniſhed and 
fliored choſe ſeveral Manſions of rhe Creatures , betore he 
made and brought the Creatures into them. 

Firſt , Gud made the graſs for the Beaſts , and then the 
Beaſts themſelves. Firft che inferior Creatures , and then 
Man the Epitome, & unter God, fupream Lord of all. Firſt, 
God made Vegetative Creatures, then Senſitive, and then 
Rational. Firſt the ſimple bodies, as the Elements, _ 
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then compound ; and there firſt a being , without life ; the 
a being and life, without ſenſe ;_ thea Thing, life, and ſenſe, 
——_—_ reaſon ; then alcogether, all in one 3 and that is 

n. 

Again, gooly was the orCer which God ſet for the pro- 
pagation of the Creatures. He gave then a ſeed, whereby to 
begert others in their own likeneſs; Or, from whence 
ſhould grow alway another to contiaue and repleniſh the 
World. 

[tis admirable to think , that ſo much ſhould come of o 
litrle 3 that che (ced of Plants is not quickned except it dye; 
that when feed is ſown in the Earth , the ſeed ſhould grow 
and ſpring up, and the Sower knoweth not how ; For, The 
Earth bringeth forth fruit of ber ſelf ; fort the Blade , then the Ear , 
thew the frull Corn inthe Ear, Mar. 4. 27, 28. And all this comes 
trom the goodneſs and blefliag of God upon ir in the firſt 
Creation. Gen. 2.11, 12. 

Again, it had been a goodfy pleafanc ſighe, ro have feen 
the Waters bring forth Fiſh and Fowl of themſelves firſt ; 
and fo the Earth, ro bring forth Beaſts, and all kind of Cat- 
tel aſter their kind , and ail at God's Word of Command at 
firſt, And that all theſe Creatures ſhould have virtue to 
multiply , and increaſe, and to repleniſh the Sea , and the 
Cry Land 3 this is very wonderful, 

This is a goodly order too that God hath ſet; namely, 
that ſenſitive Creatures ſhould ſome bring forth living Crea- 
tures ; ſome, egs only ; rhat rthie Oſtrich ſhould bring forth 
egs, and leave them; And yer God take order with the 
Beams of the Sun (2s with his wings )) to keep chem-warm 
and hatch them ; That God ſhould feed the young Ravens, 
when they cry, and the old one, the Dam, hath left chem ; 
viz. (as ſome te!! us) by cauſing a lictle worm ro grow out 
of the dung in the neſt and co crawl into their very mouths 
to feed them. þ 

Again, that the great Creatures are not (© fruitfol as the 
ſmall z and that the wild beaſts do not fo multiply, as the 
rame , and more uſeful Creatures do ; this is ale imica- 
ble. That the Waters, greater thian the Earth, ay 
C e 


a, above the Earth , ſhould not overflow it ; bur be bound in 
—_ Ouue of Sand, and that a light body which th: wind 
can blow too and fro where it hiſtech. hat che Fire doth 
not conſume and devour all the other corporal Creatures. 
That che Bzams of the Chambers of che World ſhould be 
Pral.rog3. laid in the Waters, and yet not be moved. That the Globe 
of the Earth and Waters, ſhould hang upon its own Center 
only, like a ball in the air; this is indeed wonderful. 
Again, 2 moſt beauritul ſight ic is to behold and conſider, 
the good order and concatenation of Cauſes , firſt ſer by 
God. God appointed the Heavens , eo hear the Earth ; and 
che Earth to hear che Corn , and the Wine, and the Oyl ; 
and theſe to hear Jezreel. This is that ſight which the poor 
Heathens had ſome glimps of inthe nighe of Gentiliſm ; as 
appears by that Poetical Fancy, of the chain taſtned to Fu- 
piter's Chair, an reaching down tothe Earth, What ſhould 
we ſay more? When God finiſhed the Heavens, and the 
Earth, and all the Hoſt of them; he left chem like a well 
govern'd Army ſtanding in Batrel-aray , every one ſet in his 
rank, every one ordered to march on it his way , and none 
to break their ranks, no one to thruſt another. So that it 
the greatneſs ant glory of King Selomn , and the goodly or- 
der of his Houſe , or Court, was a ſight which pur che 
Queen of Sheba toan extaly ; what a ſight had it been to have 
been with Aden in Paradiſe, and to have ſeen the general 
muſter of the Creatures before him , that he ſhould give 
them their names; and to have ſeen that excellent order , 
which was obſerved in this great Houle of the World, and 
in all the Family of Heaven aad Earth ; when God looked 
upon them all, and behold they were very good. Surely a 
far greater ſight, than that of S-lomen's Court , was here 3 
Mar.6. 25» for a greater than he hath Gid, That Solomon in all bis glory 
= 0 hd 
— Sb. ; good, becauſt 
3. rearures are very , e they are ve 
uſcful co us. In the ſtate we are now, ſome iy for food, 
ſome for Phyſick , ſome for defence, ſome for poencing, 
for ornament , ſome for ourſervice, a e 
ight 


Hol. 2.22. 


TT 
light and recreation. To inftancein ſome particulurs © ' WF 
The Heavens were made, ſpread out, and garniſhed ,/ for 
Mans benefit , and advantage. Every Man has his portion in 
the Stars of Heavey , as well as in the clods or glebe of rhe Deut-4.155 
Earth, For, as God hath determined to all Nations , aud 
zxerſons the bound: of their habitations on the Earth ; {6 
hath he divided unto them all, the Sun , Moon, and Stars 
ot Heaven. 
The third Heaven is the Seat of the Bleſſed, the Recepra- 
cle and Manſion of Saints and Angels , the Palace and Para- 
diſe of the ſecond Adem and his Seed. The viſible Heavens 
compals the World as a glorious wall of fire, are a goodly 
Mount and fence, yea a goodly covering and canopy to the 
ſublunary World and ro the Inhatgrants thereof; The Sun, 
Moon , and Sears , diſtinguiſh Times and Seaſons , ſeparate 
Day and Night, give light co the Inhabicancs of the Earth; 
render it fruitful by cheir heat and influences. The Meteors Job 38-31. 
in the middle region of the Air, Fire and Hail, Snow and 
Vapour, ftormy Winds, Thunder and Lightening , the ſmall 
Rain, and the great Rain of his ftrength ; theſe all fer forth 
the Power of God, are good for the Earth and the Tnhabi- 
rants thereof, t all fulfil his Word, and this Word of 
his, that Ls, be bebeld them , and they were very goed. How 
doth the Snow » though cold of it lelf, yer keep the Fruits 
of the Earth warm , like Wool; He giveth Snow like Wool. 
How do the Winds, as God's Beſom , ſweep the Air, and 
carry about the Clouds which are his Chariots ; though 
theſe Chariots of God are twenty thouſand, evena thouſand 
thouſand of them , yet all theſe move very ſwiftly upon the 
wings of the Wind. 
Come we tp the lower region of the Air, and there to the 
Fowls of Heaven. Their flight above the Earth , being 
made moſt of earth and water , is very admirable ;' The O- 
ſtrich doth partly go and partly fly, makes uſe both of her 
and wings 3 and fo Frhey lay ) moves as (wiſt as if ſhe 
did fly. The very feathers and wings of the Birds are of 
oadly ſight ; Gaveſt thou the goodly wings to the Peacech ? Job 
39-13. Beſides — ome for food , fome for 
| P Phy- 


© C—_” OO 


Plal 8.7. 


_— —— 


Cp” x 
phyſick, ſome for our recreation ; Even the very Swallow 
and the Bat ( (ome may chiak uſcles Creatures ) do the one 
by day, and cheorher at even, purge the Air of Flyes. The 
Crows, Ravens , and Eiyles, devour thoſe dezxd Carkaſes 
waich lye on the Earti,aud elle might corrupt the Air, and 
make it peſtilential, The Crows pick up the Worms after 
tae plough, and ſv better the ſoil ; Sume Birds are meat for 
the reſt, and they again for us. 

Come we to the Beaſts of the Field , God hath pur all 


' theſe iato our hands, yea under our feet. The Horſe, and 


the Cow 3 Creatures of great, andordinary , or daily uſe ; 
God hath not given them ſo great galls as to other Crea- 
tures, leſt being much uſed, or miſuſed by us , they ſhould 
wax angry , and tuin aggin , and reatus. The Horſe doth 
not bite, or kick his Keeper, when he gives him chaff inſtead 
of provender, The Beaſts are for our foot, or plyſick, or 
for the food of orher Beaſts, who are uſetul or ſerviceable to 
us, either to our neceſlicies. or our delights ; Even venomous 
Creatures themſelves , the Phyſicians make good uſe of z &, 
they fay, theſe pick up or ſuck up poyſon, which is ſcattered 
up and down the Earth ; and make the places, where they 
are, more wholſom, Again ſome of thoſe poyſonous Crea- 
tures are meat for other Creatures, which are good food for 
us 3 as Hens pick up Spiders, aad Loo ys us good nouriſh- 
ment. Beſides, it - 4 be queſti wherher there were 
any ſuch chiag as poyſon before Sin came and brought ic in- 
to the World ; we find no Antipathy then betwixt the Wo- 
man and the Serpent ;. and (o, poſſibly, no venom neither in 
the Serpent, uncil the Devil, that great Poyſoner , poſſeſſed 
it; however, poyſons ſhould not have been hureful, As 
for Flyes and creeping Things, theſe are many of them for 
phyſick, ſome for food, ſoſome ſort of Locuſts and Snails 3 
for our fport ſome ; with theſe other Creatures are fed, and 
ſome taken, as the Fiſhes OF what admirable uſe are theſe 
to Us 3 to: the Silk-worm, we owe our ſoft rayment ; and 
eo the Cochen-eal, our ſcarl-e-dy. 

And as for the Air it (elf, *tis a fit Medizon for us to breathe 
in, to move in, to derive the influences and light of Heaven 
& us. Come 


Come we tothe Earth 3 our Bodics are mace of ic; we 5p 
dwell therein ; It brings forth Graſs , and Fruits; and fo, 
food for us, and the other Creatures ; It is our Bed , tofleep 
in afrer dearh, In the Earth ; the Valleys and Plains , are fit 
conveyances of water , to warer the Earth ; are very fruutul, 

and f thick with Graſs and Corn , that they ſing and ſhout for joy. Plal.55.13.* 
he Mountams are a ſhadow againſt the ſtorm and heat ; 
they are for the graſing of the Catte!; and thence we have 
our moſt goodly proſpetts. 

Come we to the Waters; there Fiſh are uſeful to us , for 
food, or delight, or for other uſes. The Waters themſelyes 
yield matrer of Rains, and Dews , to refreſh the dry and 
thirſty ground ; ſerve to waſh us , p* refrigerate us , or to 
refreſh us. The Ebbing and FlowIng of the Seas prevent 
the corruptions of the Waters; is very ulctul for ſpeedy 
tranſportation of Men, and Merchandize, and of the beit 
Merchandize, the Pearl of price. 

And now if after all this , there be yer any doubr or ſcru- 
ple concerning the goodneſs of God's Creation, or his Crea- 
tures : I anſwer; God knows wherefore he made them all-, 
and to what uſe they ſerve; although we do nor. When we 
come into a Goldſmiths, or other Artificers Shop , and ſee 
many Tools there , which we know not how to uſe, or what 
they are good for ; yer we do not ſtraight way condemn 7 efficing 
them, as uſeleſs; becauſe the Artificer knows what good uſe 0: ondes 
i ferve for. Neque in peteftate hominis eſt indagare quam ob 49s 
cau 
ob 


abr 
am it Nature formicarum alias alis infirnflas , alias _ rd 4 


alis : Quamobrem etiom vermiton alios pluribus pedibus , Mundo re- 
A coteedatee quiſod fit bujus & bujus for- Mebendere 
mice finis, 2. We ſay, that ifthere be any deformity, at pre. P*** Auſt. 
ſent in the whole Creation 4 if there be any Inſects , or other 
Creatures, which are noxious; I anſwer this comes from 
Mans fin, Creantur quidem a Deo, fed ultere ;, Gaith Calvin im 
Gen; 2. If Man that was good, and very good, (for, till he 
was made, God only aw , and aid of his Creatures that be- 
hold they were good; but then, very goed; ) prove A re 
from God, and Rebel againſt him ; no wonder , if do 
begin to pull the bouſe his cars. If Man himſelf. be* 
come 


lian Var. 
Hiftor. Lib, 
4. Cap 28, 
2 Sam. 1. 


comea Briar an! a Thorn; no wonder if the Earth bri 
forth Briars and Thorns © him. Whit Adem continu 
in his goodneſs , Heaven and Earth was full of God's good- 
neſs, of God's good Creatures. If there be any Creatures 
whichare evil aud pernicious to Man, he muſt blame the evil 
of ſin tor that ; that is the fly in this Box of Oinemenc. And 
yet as things now are, in ftatu gue, we may ſay, as the Son of 
Nyrach Goth 3 For the Good ave good things created from the be- 
ginn ng, ſo evil things for Sinners. And a little after , enumera- 
ting ſome of the principal things for the whole uſe of Man+ 
life 3 he faith, All theſe things are for good , to the Godly ; ſo, to 
the Sinners, they are turned imo evil, Ecclel, 39. 

4. And fo we came gg our Fourth H or Topick, from 
whence we are to evidece the goodnels of the Creatures , 
namely , their obedience unto their Maker. It may be ſaid 
of all God's Creatures , as they were made at firſt by him , 
from the higheſt Angel in Heaven to Man on Earth, and the 
meaneſt Worm in or under the Earth ; that, God command- 
ed and they were created , and they rebelled not againſt his 
Word. 

And now fince the Angels, ſo many of them , and Adam 
fell; they from Heaven, and he from Paradiſe; yet the re- 
ſidue of the Creatures , even the whole Creation (theſe ex- 
ceprted ) keep the Law that their Maker ſet them, andare 
ſtil] obedient unto his Word, The Angel deſtroys Senachs- 
rib's mighty Hoſt. The Stars in their courſes hghr againſt 
Siſere. The Ravens teed _ The dumb AG reproves the 
madneſs of the Prophet. The Frogs and Flyes plague Pha- 
raob and the Egyptians. The Lice or Worms devour proud 
Herod ;, and deſtroy profane and impious Pherecydes. 

And fo we are on a ſudden fallen on an implicite Anſwer 
to our Third Query , namely , whether che Creatures be all 
now ſo good as when they firit came new out of Gods hands. 
How arc the mighty Angels fallen, and become Devils ; mul- 
tirudes ofthem, Andover Adam and his poſtedity, we may 
lameat, as David over Saul, and Fonathen his Son, a lictle al- 
err ds The mes wy arr ene nr tow 

are the Mighty fallen ! T here the Shickd. of the M'ghty was vilely caſt 


away; 


San&i Soveraignty. How are the Mighty fallen, 
ke Weeyon of war periſhed. h 
Man that was ſo very go0d, when God made this general - 
ſurvey of his Creatures , by ſin became (6 very evil , that, 
"Py God repented and it grieved bim at bis heart that ever be 
mede bim. How is the goodly Pifture, marr'd, the beautiful 
Face, deformed , the ſweet Inſtrument, broken ! Bethel made 
a Babel , or a Betbaven ; Light , become darkneſsz Man that 
was naturally very good, become _— very evil. As 
for the inferidur Creatures ; Man's fall exceedingly cruſhed 
them ; yea broughea curſe on his own head, and theirs too : 
So that, now , they are nor generally fo pleaſant , ſo uſefn}, 
o ſerviceable, and obedient to us , as they would have been, 


away ; The Sbield Adam, «: if be bad notbeen anointed with the 64 


if we had not finaned. Rome, 8, 20. The Creature it ſelf is made EI 


ſubjett to vanity. Whieh place if we underſtand in rhe mgſt 
ordinary ſenſe,there isa two-fold vanity to which the Crea- 
tures are now ſubje&; 1, To be abuſed vainly , by ſinful 
Men, to ryot, luxury, andexce(s; And 2. The Creatures 
are ſubje&ro corruption. And thus far we anſwer by way 
of conceſſion ; that: the Creatures are not (© very good as 
they were at firſt, Buryet we oy, 

1, That the Creatures are ſtill good in reſpe of their efl- 
ſence, or being, which they have from God. 

2. Withthe Apoſtle Paid, 1 Tim. 4. 4. That eviry Creature 
of God is good, and nothing to be reſuſed if it bereceived with thanks- 
giving, To the Pure all things ave pure, 


3. And again, That poſs good, 19 Rom.3.28, 


them that love God , and are the called according 20 bis purpoſe. 
Thar if they rouch any deadly things, they ſhall not hurt 
them. To them is the promiſe made, Pſal. 91.13. Thou 
ſhalt tread upon the Lyon and: the Adder , and the young Lyon and 
Dragon ſhalt then trample under feet. "Either there ſhall no evil 
betide us from the Creaturesz”or , God will turn it unto 
good to us, 

4. We ſay too, that 'tis good as things now ſtand: 'Tis 
for the peace and tranquility of the Common-wealth of man- 
kind, that God hath ſome Creatures a 

wra 


Col. 1. 20. 


(16) | . 
wrath and veageance, upon Diſturbers and publick Enemies; 
as, ina well-ordered Common-wealth, 'ris that there 
le Goals and Gibbetrs , &c. for the terror and puniſhment of 
Evl-Joers 

IV. And now if any ask me, Whether the wound , which 
the Creacures got by rhe tall of Adam cruſhing of them , be 
tcnralile 2 wacther the Creatures eyer yet have had,or ſhall 
hereafrer heve, a Reſtauration to their primitive goodneſs 
and integrity? I anfwer , 

1, That when God, the Builder of this great Houſe of the 
viſible World, bad been fo provoked by his Tenant Adam, 
that he might juſtly have ſworn in his wrath , that he would 

wil down this Houſe about his ears; and either make a 
ung-hill of it, or conſume ic, with the Timber thereof, 
and the Stones thereof : Then the Lord Feſus Chrift , be by 
whom all chings were made which were madeac firſt ; he in- 
rerpoſed, ſtep'd in, held the hand of Divine Juſtice, and, pur 
under his ſhoulders, to uphold the rottering Creation; He 
undertook and covenanted to make God full fatisfaftion and 
reparation; and to eltabliſh the World again upon its own 
Baſis; Reconciling , or making all things meet again, and ſweetly 
kiſs each other 3 Phether be things in Eorth , or things in 
Heaven, Thus Cid Chriſt become ſurety and bound for us, 
or elſe a writ of execution had been preſently ſerved upon 
us Ub > the Creatures under us id eff, upon us Body and 
Goods. 

2.When we read that God reprieved Adam from execution; 
and gave him that great Mother Promiſe of the bleſſed Seed; 
we may rationally ſuppoſe, that he did , in ſome meaſureac 
leaſt, alleviate or mitigate the juſtly deſerved curſe upon the 
Creatures for his ſake and cauſe :; For if God ſpared not to 

iſe us his own Son, and ro deliver him up forus all; 

ow ſhould he not with bim freely \promiſe eo give us all 
things , even all things richly-ro enjay? I he wii] promiſe 
to give us his Son, the Heir of all things , in Marriage to us 3 


Turely the [nheritance roo; that ſhall be ours. Again,God will 


not pardon the Principal ,,Man ; and execure who are 


"zxxents, rather than Acceiſarics, tH wit the Creatures. a 
3. 


3. If we conſult the latter ead of cheeighth,G& the beginning 
of che ninth Chapter of , we ſhall fipd that upon Neeb's 
building ap Altar , and offering burnt Offerings unta the 
Lord, afterthe Flood , God did covenant promiſe to 
uphold and eſtabliſh the World, and did renew Adam's for- 
teited Chargſter , by which he made him Lord of the Crea- 
tures, unto his poſterity : VLleſſing and reſtoring Noob , and 
his Sons, and in chem, us, in a great meaſure , to chat Righe 
and Royalty , which cheir and our great Grand-father 

had loſt, 

4. The Lord Chriſt, God bleſſed forever, by being made 
aftually a curſe for us in che fulneſs of time, hath purchaſed 
and given unto us the uſe of the Creatures as a bleſſing, and 
hath utterly taken away the partition wall of eypical un- 
cleanneſs, 4s ro many Creatures-(-which ſtood for a time be- 
lng ar and Gentile) and now every Creature of God is good, 


being ſandified by the Word and Prayer ; that is , good Men may 
now have a good and holy uſe of all God's good Creatures, 

5, We cannot but acknowledge, tht the Scriptures of 
truth , ſpeak of Goſpel-times as of the World to come, Heb. I. 
As of times of Reformation, Heb.9. 10. As of times- of Reſti- 
tution of all things , according to our laſt Tranſlation; As of 
a new Heaven and a new Earth; And ſometimes , ſince Chriſt, 
they ſpeak of New Jeruſalem coming down from Heaven , Rev.22. 
Of che Paradiſe of Grd 3; of a Tree of Life, and of a W ater of Life, 
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Atﬀs 3.21, 


Rev. 22. 12. And this ſeems to be upon the Earth. And'tis Revel.2.7, 


obſerved, rhat, then and there , the Tree of Life bears frnit e- 
very menth; which ſome think , is a reſtoring of it to its pri- 
mitive fruitfulneſs ; and, for want of which , ſome think the 
Fig-tree was curſed in the Goſpel , ſo Mr. Brightgan. And 
there are who think that one day Sodom and Gomorrab, now a 
dead Sea , ſhall again become a fruitful and pleaſant Land ; 
And for this ſee Ezek. 16. 53, $5. There are coo, who think 
that the Creatures waiting, groening and longing to be delivered 
into the glerious liberty of the Sons of God , Rom. $. doth binr 
ſome Reſtitution of the Creatures to their firſt good 'and - 
ſound ſtate. Which whether it do or no, I leave' it to: you ' 
to judge. Only this I Gay, — the viſible World [ 
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chrough a purgatory-fire at the day of Judgment , and 
7m ſhall be coituued tor the bleſſed Saints to contemplate 
God's goodneſs therein at tirſt , and the glory of Chritt the 
fecond Adew, who came to repair the rums which the firſt 
made 3 that then if is nor improbable . thac che C1 eatures 
may then attain to their primitive goounels. prever "toad 


I am that the Humane Nature 1s already, in the Perſon of 
Chriſt, advanced far above what it was in Adam at firſt, The 
firſt Adem was of the Earth earthly , the ſecond Adam was the 
Lord from Heaven, heaveily : Andagain, That all choſe that 
are Cluriſts, are already in part , and ſhall hereafter in Heaven 
perfely , be reitored to the Image of God wherein they 
were made at firſt ; and to a better and more happy eſtate 
then ever Adam had in Paradiſe. 

V. There's one Query more to be briefly ſpoken unto 
aud then we ſhall have Gone with the Fifth thing propounded 
in the beginning of our Diſcourſe, and that is, what is re- 
quired of us towards the repzir of the ruins of che Creation 
to reſtore the Creatures to their primitive goodneſs and 
beauty. Tothis I anſwer , 

I, That God doth not require, that we ſhould repair the 
Angelical Nature, that we ſhould pour Wine and Oyl into 
theiy wounds, or bind up their bruiſes ; their ſtroke is incu- 
rable, there is no Balm in Gilead , no Phyſician for their di- 
ſeaſe : Ouly , we muſt , by endeavouring to be inf , fir 
our ſelves to fill up thoſe vacant places in the Heavens from 
whence they fell. Vod can make of us, it we duly app) 
our felves to him, a!/though we be but earthen Pitchers, od 
ſels of Grace, and Veſſels of Glory; Veſſels every way fit 
for our uſe, both in Earthand in Heaven. 

2. God doth expe that we ſhould put off the old Man with 


Col.3.9,10 bis deeds , and put on the new Man which is renewed in knowledge , 


after the of bim that created bim, That, being in Chriſt, 
id eſt, being indeed Chriſtians, we ſhould become new Cres- 
tures, be renewed in the ſpirit of onr minds , and + plank | 
life, that, «1 in Adam we all dyed, and became dead in Sins 
creſ z; ſo ia Chriſt, the ſecond ws con Io anon 
n ag 


ich in him , we ſhould all be made alive. And 


. + : 
: 

AJem was the Son of God by Creationat firſt ; that weſhonld 
a}1 be Partakgrs of the Divine Nature ; be bis wo kmanſhip, created 
in Chriſt Jeſus unto good works 3 Live and waſk as the Sons of 
Ged ; all as the Children of the mot High, that the Lord may 
take plezſvre in us again 3 as he Cid in Adam in Paradiſe, 
before he ſinned. iS ed 

3. We muſt makea good uſe of ali GG2'< £006 Creatures: 
getting a new right to uſe them , (although the 614 oe he 
notCurrerly loſt) and uſing chem alway anight, according ro 
the Creators will, and for his glory, 

Many are the good uſes we may make of the Creatures & 
this Dofrine of the Creatures uſefulneſs and goodneſs. 


Hence we may be informed , that God made not fin. For U.1. 


all chat he made was good; and Sin that is evil, and as Sin, 
only evil , and that cagtinually. There was no Anomy , or 
Ataxy , in all God's works ; but Sin ir (elf is 2% Agomy 
duagrle is «role, Then Qod is £9 the Author of this evi 
and confuſion. This is the Truth we teach in all the 
Churches of the Saints ; and not, as we are ſlanderouſly re- 
ported by the Romaniſts , that we fay, that God is the Au- 
thor of Sin, God is Summum Born, yea Goodneſs ir 
ſelf: but Sin Is Swmmmom Malum , the chicteſt Evil ; and 6 

that Hell and the Devil cannot make ic worſe, Ye can- 
notcall it worſe than to call it by an Epithite drawn from its 
own name, vis. fnful Sin. This calls che Devil Father, and 
Author, God, the good Hwbendmen, ſow'd nothing bur 
goid Seed in bis Field :®c1s the Devil, that Enemy, that ſow'd theſe 
farts, 

Again hence we infer that Sin is very evil; becauſe ic hath 
poy on'd ſo may ood things ; yea hath been che cauſe of 
all evils in the World. For, at the firſt, God made 
ehing very good. Thac mul needs be birter indeed, wich 
hath imbitrered ſo many , and fo great ſweets. Sin is 
the great Troubler of the World, this is it which makes 

s good things , turn to be evil to us; thar curſes our 

; that makes a Garden of Eden a deſolare Wilder» 

neſs ; that turns the World upſide down ; and makes 

when Jeremy looked upon the - of Canden, that : 
2 Oo 
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Col. x. 16. 


(20) 

of God, Chap. 4. 22,23. He beheld the Earth , and lo it was 
s Tobu UV , withour form and void; and the Heavens, 
andwhey had ho light. 

Further hence we may learn, that the Lord Jeſus Chriſt is 
very good : a Fountgin of goodnels. For God made all 
good, and he created all chinzs cy Chrit, By him , not as a 
mere Inſtrument, bur a Co-worker with him, He is thebe- 
ginning of the Creation of God, ja this ſenſe alſo. Is there 
any good in the World, and che Lord Chriſt hath not done 
it? and he hath done all things, Wells Heaven and Earth 
are full of the goodneſs of cur Lord Feſus; and there's No 
Man good, but one ; and that is one who 1s God and Man, the 
Man Chrijt Feſus. 

Laſtly, as © information, hence we are taughe that the 
work ot Redemption is very good , gxceeding good, Fer 
this is a beiier and greater work than that of Creation. If 
that deſerve thouſunds of praiſes, this doth ten thouſands, 
The ſong of the Lamb is to be a highes Note, than the ſong 
of Moſes.Creation was a work of God's fingers; but tn our Re- 
demprtion there was put forth the ſtrength of 15s holy arm 3 
by which he got himſelf, & us the victory. Benold now a new 
Heaven, & anew Earth ; the light of the Moon is as the light of the 
Sun, & the light of the Sun is ſeven-fold : Old things arepaſſth a- 
way, & all things are become new . And therefore , if when God 
laid the foundation,the Corner-ſtone of the World, the Morning- 
ftars ſang togetber,& all the Sons of God ſhouted for joey; No marvel 
now that Chriſt, by whom all things wgre made at firſt, and 
who hath reſtored all things, and redeemed bis People to God, 
by bis blood, 0ut of every kjndred ;, and Tongue, and People, and Na- 
tion ; If, with the Apoſtle Jobn, Rev. 5.11.12, 13. We be- 
hold, and hear the voyce of many Argels reund about the T brone, 
and the Beats and the Elders, the mymber of them ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand ; and thouſands of thouſands, ſazing with a loyd voyce, 
IWortby is the Lamb that was ſlain, to receive power, and riches, and 
wiſdom , and th, and benour , and glory , and bleſſing ; , Aud 

Creature in Heaven , and on Earth , and under the Earth, aud 
in the Sea, ſong » Bleſſing , bonour , glory, and power be unto bim 
that fitteth upon the Throne , and unto the Lamb , for ever and eucy. 
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If God had bis Sabbath, to celebrate his work of Creation 
good reaſon Chriſt ſhould have his Sabbatly, wherein we 

ould commemorate his work of Redemption. And now, 
ehis being the Lord#day , and our Chriſtian Sabbath, let us 
do the duty of the day in the ſeaſon thereof. Bleſs the Lord, 
O our Souls , and all that is within us bleſs bis Holy Name : Forget 
net all bis benefits , who forgiveth all our _—_— who redeemeth 
our life from dejtrulli:n, who crowneth us with loving kindneſſes, and 
tender mercies, Plal. 1C3.1, 2,3, 4. 


I ſhall conclude all with a few words of Exhortation- U. 11. 


When God looked upon his works, did he fee every thin 
very good ? 1. Then let us not cavil or carp at any of a 
God's works, Wo to bim that ffriverh with bis Maker : Let the 
Potfherd [trive with the Potſherds of the Earth. Let's not blame, 
or find fault with God , for any of all his works, eithzr of 
Creation, or Providence; for God hath made all things 
well, and he hath made every thing beautiful in his ſeaſos. 
It any of God's Creatures, or Proyidences , prove evil and 
hurtful co us , let's blame our (elves , let's blame our fins : 
For Sin, that it might appear Sin, worke1b death in ut by that which 
7 Y , Rom.7. 2. Let's admire and adore God. Let's 
bleſs, and praiſe, and magnify him for ever, for all his gooC- 
neſs: For bis geedneſs is in end over all bis works, Let's have 
high thoughts of God , and low of qur ſelves. And this is 
the uſe the Prophet Devid makes of this DoQrine , Pſal. $. 
147, 148, 149, 450, Yeathis is the uſe, which God tymſelt 
would have Jeb makeof ic , when he preached upon part of 
this, Text, in the 3$,39,40,4 1. Chapters of the Book of Job. 
And let us fay with the Plalmiſt; PF. 103. when we take a (ur- 
vey of Gods works , Bleſs the Lord ye bis Angels , who excel in 
firength, ye Miniſters of bis,that do bis pleaſure: Bleſs the Lord all bis 
Workg in all places of bis Dominion, & every one of us : Bleſs the Lerd 
O my Soul, 3. Let's learn good from the Creatures. God 
would have us go to ſchool to the Creatures, to learn many 
good Leſſons from them. 'He would have the Slnggard go 
to the induſtrious Ant; to'confider ber ways, and be wiſe. Thoſe 
who are ignorant of God their Lord and feeder , are re 
proved by the Lruit Creatures ; For the Oxe knows bis —_— 
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#nd the Afs bis Maſters Crib. Thoſe who do not, or cannot 
diſcern the times and ſeaſons , even the timesof their Viſica- 
tion, the Prophet would that we go to the the Crane, 
and the Swallow , for — tbeir | ons. And 
becauſe Chriſtians, and Minilters eſpecially , are ſent out in 
the World as Sheep among Wolves, Chriſt would have them 
to be as Wiſe as Serpents, and ianocent az Doves. 

Laſt of all, did God look upon daily, and at theend of 
the fixeh tay f again review all his works ? Did he examine, 
pudge, and nd them all very good ? Let us go aud do like- 
wiſe: let us imitate God , we cannot have a better prece» 
dent or example to follow. Let us , every evening, look 
back upon the works of the day, and, at the end of che 
week, upon the works of the week. Let's examine and 
judge them. This has been the praftice of many precious 
Saints , as the Lord Herington , Mr. Herbert Palmer , and 0- 
thers. (Yea, ſome ſuch thing as this , viz. calling himſelf 
ro an account at night, for what had paſſed him in the day, 
Senecs tells of himſelf.) Theſe examples we ſhall do well 
ehrwinanl ſo as t | nted qv, | ns 
rigne m to Proc g to very 3 e 
Maccd, bur 005 owe work better than our former. But, 
becauſe that in many things we offend all, whil'& weare in 
this World here upon Earth, let us look for, and afrer, 
that place and ſtate, I mean for Heaven, when we ſhall be - 
made like unto God, and our works like his works: When 
from day to day, and Sabbath to Sabbath , even to all eter- 


nity, we may look upon every thing that we have done, and 
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Proverb. 20, 10. . 
The righteous Man regardeth the bfe of his Beaſt, 


ma723 282 pax yw 


Ccording to the Hebrew "tis, A righteous Man Inovs, 
A that is , regardeth, takerh care of the life of bis 
Beaſt. 
If onthe one hand we conſider the great com- 
mendations ,. which the Holy Scriptures give of 
diverſe of the bruit aud unreaſonable Creatures , rogether 
with God's great care of, and coſt, abour them , himſelf, and 
his charge , and laws to Men , concerning them : And on the 
other hand campare therewith Men's vilifying , diſregard- 
ing, abuſing of them : It may ſeem not unreaſshable nor 
unprofitable to beſtow one lefure about them , namely for 
this end, to inftru& and teach Men, who have a right to uſe 
them, how to uſe them aright, to make them good Lords 
to thoſe good Servants. As he that rules over men muſt be 
juſt, ſo he,that is Lord over theſe bruit Creatures muſt not 
be cruel towards them. As God will ire the Jife of a 
Man of the Beaſt that Ryans him , the Beaſt ſhall by ut to Gen. g. «; 
death. So will God call Men to accompt for the lives of Ex. 21.25- 
their Beaſts, ifthey be cruel unts them. For my own part, 
I would not whey my Lord cometh, be found cauſelefly, or 
cruelly beating, or miſuſing theſe my Servants and my fellow 


From the words we may obſerve, 

1. That-Man hath a Right and Title to the Beafts of the 
Earth ; and that not only in common, but each Man hath 
a particular Right and Propriety in them. The righteous Man 
regardeth the life of bis Beaſt. That 

2. 
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I. 
Plal.8.6,7. 


Gen.1. 24+ 
26,28. 


Cen.2. 19, 


20. 


Luk. 9. 8. 


B.8. C. 2 


Flin. Hiſt. 
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5 2. That a good or righteous Man is good or merciful to 
1is Beaſt, 3p Þ. {2 7 . * '4 0 
3- That unrighteous or wicked Men are unmerciful © 
cruel to their Beaſts, v.. 4 . 
Of the Firſt. God the foveraign Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, the Maker of Man and Beaſt , hath made him Lord 
over the Beaſts ; he bath pur them all under his hand, or 
under his feet, He that made the Beaſt of the Earth after 
his kind , and Cartrel after their kind, made Man alſo after 
his own Image, and gave him dominion over the Fiſh of the 
Sea, and over the Fowl of the Air, and over the Catrel, and 
over all the Earth, and over every living ehing that moveth 
upon the Earth, God indeed made theſe Creatures, and all 
things clſe , for his own glory ; but in orderthereunto he 
made theſe to bs our Servants : And therefore we find that 
God aſſembled before Adam all the Beaſts of the field, to ſce 
what he would call them; And his giving Names ceo them , 
was a part and proof of his Dominion or Lordſhip over 


* them. Ac firſt *tis choughr, that Maus Dominion over the 


Creatures , the Fiſhes of the Sea ( the great Whales nor ex- 
cepted) and over the Fowls of Heaven, was liketlat of the 
Centurion which he had over his Souldiers : He might fay to 
one Go and be goetb , and to another Come and be cometh , and to « 
third Do this, and hedothit. They were all ready to come and 
go at his word of Command : And this was the Language 
of their Obedience to Adem their Lord , Lo weare all thy 
Servants. Before Sin catne into the lower World , Adam 
commanded withour rigour, andthey obeyed with obedien- 
tial reverence and readinel(s, without the leaſt force or com- 
pulfion. And fince the fall, God, hath (in a great meaſure) 
renewed our forfeited Charter, and Men have been,able b 

force or art to ſubdue and govern over the greater & wilder 
ſort of Beaſts, ſuch as Elephants, Lyons, Leopards, Bears, 
Tygres, &c. . Elepaants tiave been brought 'G far under 
Mans yoke, \s to be yoked together eo dra\y a Chariot, and 
in ſome places to draw the Plough , if we will believe Pliny, 
But behold a more ſure'word of Prophecy, St. Fawes;tells us 
Chap. 3.V.7. That every kind of Beajts, and of Birdr, andof 
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"IA goodors RA ous Men prides Pbyſick for them, 
for chem, means to cure them when chey 
_ < emis He doth what he can y ond, or elſe to. re- 
move their ſickneſſes, ails, and "Ie was a great ſm 
bn any pm ra noe weianthings and (o did 
not preveac (byletting Iaelgo J* the grievous murcain on 
rh Careel th the Field, upon the Horſes , upon the Aſſes, upon the 
Exod. 9.3. Camels, upon the Oxen, and upon the Sheep. 
© 3- A good Man provides Harbour for his Cattel accord- 
to their condition, againſt the weather, We read of Fa- 
Gen.33.17 fs he baile bitnſelf an Houſe , ſohe made Booths for 
tis Cittel. Yea when God threamned a! grievous hail upon 
Egypt; he commanded them to fend ather the Cattel 
OW in che-Field , leſt they ſhould ſlain with the 
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bot the Fofd and ts t: \<Flgk ven Saul 
himſelf "2 lie found a Kingdow, was buſledin ſeeking his 257 9 25 
Fathers Aſes that were leſt. 
7. When he is neceſſjtaredto kill them, be picries them and 
doth chat office in mercy. He was a Tyrant that ſaid , he 
would make his Enemy wt ſentiat ſe mori : that liemighr "feel 
or be fen i of | 0? 1 is buck fittle betcer thac fhall , 
ro the poo he poet enrto'death. Agood 
Man ch or chgh in {aj © zoe tor doth he ſeek 
'or uſe ways to rorment them, *Tis to the commantny of 
Mr. Fox, that wrote the Book of Martyrs ; what of 
him in Mr. Fuller , namely that he did 'not uſe ro the F. H. Bok 
er-houſes wirhoue ſome &, grief, or  crauble of 9 Pag-105- 
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of our Sin, and therefore is not to be 
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o this Objeion I ſuppoſe that Huntſmen mqy anſwer 
delight and recreate chemſclves inthe ſagacity and 
ſwiftne ne, in their tearing ds 
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room for Beaſts wiktoreinc, Deeror Shieps 'Tis 
is dur Chronicles chat. hpanrarac opp on ba. 
apr ach ont Try ve een on | 
in that Foreſt one of his Sons, lon, hr 
named Rufus, and one of his Noe or Gd cg 
came tountimely ends there. 

5. ep Wage be cautioned whoergel, leſt OED 
purſue eheir ſpores; cheir game, t not, Or bazard not 
their own or ethers limbs or liyes.: Que tell. 
SERIE char eee RI Kill'd dens 
Tyrel KilPd King V. 
And weread elſi LT Refs, (As Emperour that he 
his rob gee th in Hunting. EDO to the 
þ red bones rh 9 me 


the bruie Beaſts. And eappaes 
I. They keep them \C 
conſcientiouſly Food ,) Phyſic 


ſick, nd weary Beaſts. 1s0771 io 2?15v0! v4 34 
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Creatures ſhould have their. moychs 


them! Tftheſe Gia 
28 Befaam's Aﬀſe's mourhi was ;/ how orighr they, com- 


© 
plaitiandfay, WhetefSre haſt rhou fmicren me, ic may be, 

not theſe three rimes only, bus rhefe thiree-ſcore rimes ? Al- 

though many Men live on the labour and ſweat of their 

Beaſts; yet they care not in their rage and fury to Nay them, 

to fpill cheir blood. . Well may the whole Creation geodn 
wayting to be delivered from this bondage unto corrupt 

and cruel'Men. How many unreaſonable and cruel! Maſters 

are there, which are like Phares's Taskmaiſfers to the ſr ae- 

lites, who required brick and gave them no ſtraw, who de- 

mand of their Beaſts ro labour , to travel , to work, and al- 

low thee no meat, or not meat ſufficient ! How do Men load 

their Beaſts, more thanthey art abfe to bear, and drive them 

faſter than they are able well ro go ; and it they fumble, fall 

down , or and till, how are theſe their Servants beaten, 

when the fault is in their cruel Tazkmaſters ! I confefs I have 

often wiſhed, that ſome law might le made for the eaſe of 

theſe poor Bealis, even ro bind their Maſters to their good 
behaviour towards thenr : Good reaſon [ chink there is ; as 

that he that ſteals his Neighbours Beaſt ſhould be'puniſhed, 

ſo, that he that Nays his own Beaſt, mking ir afacrifice to 

his paſſion , madneſs or folly ſhould nor eſcape unpuniſhed. 

Hence we may be informed, that although in our days the Uſe L. » 

calling of Shepherds and Herdſmen, &c. be mean and con- 
remprable , yer they are lawful and commendable Callings. 

The Aigels of Heaven though they zre above us, both in na- 

rure office, yet they are our Miniſters and Seryants, to 

keep us in all our ways , to miniſter ts them that are Heirs of Salva- Pal. gr. 
tion. Andſo Men, though they be above and Lords of theſe Hb. 1: 14- 
Crearures z yet may they arcend on therh, look ro them, and 
provide for them. As the riclits of the Ancients conſiſted Job r. 
moſtly 1 the## Carte},'(6 their imployment was mbftly abour 

chem. -The Patriarths were Keepers by y bred -: 

up their Sons and Daughters to the ſame Calling. And Saul -+ 

loſt acking by Reking $ Fathers Aﬀes , for he found a 
Kingdom w be "was Teeking of them.” And Devid was . 
rakeu from'following the aa Ye youtig, — x 


Et of (ſcacl, thou that 
lefſed Saviour as he 1s 


go 
Sl 


forted and —= ro go on in their =- therein a- 
bide with God. Confider that Pevid was be — 
and pleaſed God,not only when be had a Crown a 

and led his People Iſrael, Lut allo when he had his Scripand 
Shepherds Crook , when he followed the Ews great with 
young. Art thou a Shepherd ? chou artnot a foot Cn 
off from being « Sh-ep of Chriſt , fromChriſt's fold. 
think whiles you are keeping your Flocks by day, or =» 


ing them by night, hon ts had Tidings of Salvation, the 
News of Chriſt's Beth , warbrought by « waicicade of che 
Heavenly Hoſt, the Abgels of Heayen, to the Shepherds 
whilſt they were keeping their Flocks by nigh 
"re a #LTL in the bigbeft , Bobold 
2+ 
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(1) Hereby we we heli ew our ſelves merciful as our Fa- 
eo Ten 

Pial. 36, hs $0. 
"5 Man and Beaſt. He provides food convenient them : 
val, (0, Graſs for the Carte for meat, Water for them to drink, 
10, 1x, Water in abundance , ſo that oils fs » the moſt thirſty 
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will ofGod, that we ſhould be © far from 
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(3) 'Tis che 
hurting or milaſing cruelly our own Beaſts, that he com- 


mands us to be friendly to our Enemies Oren or Aſes, if we 
= them fallen uader their burden we are co help chem Ex. a3. 3; 


WO And as God made the Sabbath , chat thy Ore and thy 
{' might reſt as well as thous So be diſpenſer with the 
bodily 5ff of the Sabbath to ſhew mercy to the bruit Crea- 
cures. egy 6s uh DoCun oy iD Bu We B28 os 


entre IV, and to lead chem co water 
——_—_— i, Sacrifice 
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hs neg yer a 
Cn ring es 
their Cartel: and jn caſe God will oy oyn on 
than Sacrifice. We may omitfor a time, or 
, as St. Paul did provcking to Aﬀy 0; 
Further 3 
the World for the Sin of 
eight Perſons alive, he took care alſo 


pleaſed to make a Co- 
Gol \ 7,45 vellaswich dang, , 
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To L (1) Our 


een coed th Bu 
mes eyen de- c s as well 
Ovtnels to rution? Aad h bs 
not in ſome Caſes comm nd che tobe put to de .ch, aud 
ſo to be Gacrificed to juſtice ? And again, Did nat God re- 
quire under the old Law frequent, yea Gaily ſacrificing of 
Beaſts , making the life of the Beaſt to go tor che lite of a 
Man ? And laſtly as to this Objeaion, D1d not our Siviour 
permic the Devil to go into the herd of Swine, aud (© they, 
2cco of them ran violeatly into the Sea, and were choked uu 
the Sea ? 

Anſw. ( 11 Gay that God hath a ſupreme Right & Ticle to 
all che Beaſts of the Fold, the Field , or the Foreſt, All the 
Bea'tt of the Field are mine,and the Cattel upon a thouſand bills. And 
that he may diſpoſe of , or do what he will' with his own, 
Who may lay to him, what doſt chon ? That when God Ge - 
ſtroys Mens Cattle, he doth it not our of che leaſt hatred to 
the Beaſt, bur to reſtity his hatred and abhorrence of che Sins 
of the Owners of them, and hereby to puniſh them; nr to 
bring them to repentaiice, to melt ( or mollify at leaſt ) their 
hard hearts, and cauſe chem to ſay as David, *Tis I, or *tis we, 
that bave ſinned, theſe Sheep (or Oxen) &c, what bave they done ? 
Or co prove and try c1em, and do rhem good in their latrer 
end ; as was the caſe of Job, If God may juſtly puniſh Parents 
in their Children , becauſe they are their goods ; ſurely then 
he may puniſh Maſters and Owners in cheir Carcel, becauſe 
they bave a propriety ja them ; aid the taking away the lives 
or the loſs of their Cattel redounds to them. 

As for the Beafts that were offered up in Sacrifice by Gods 
Ordinance and Inſticution ; He might as jaſtly do it, as to 
give Men a Charter or Patent to Ariſe, Kill, and Eat , for the 

ſervation of their natural lives: For by the Sacrifice the 

inner war freed frgm poor par death , which the Sin 
deſerved for which it was offere&; And beſides,his Sacrifice 


was typical of Chriſt the Lamb which taketh away the 
Sins of be World ; and ſo wasof alfo, to the ſaving of the 
Soul of the Sinner. , 

.; "Ab forxhie: Sire, [ fay: 
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it was Lord of all , and therefor 
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(3) Thereby I DOSES 
merciful! God was to them, that he 

vil, and noe ſuffer him to poſſels their 

that goodneſs and merey of Chriſt , that wheres there W 
a Legion of Devils in 01e Man, he fiffered nN 
caſt out, to diſperſe themſelves cout he Cod le pol- 
fels a Legion of Men ,'i. e. ab3Ve 6606 Men 4 'butoilly this 
herd of Swine. | 

(3) Our Saviour reaches ys that natural Men-value and 

their Swine before their Saviour. 

{2) Ler us conſider, that we tay deal merciful with —_ 
Creatures, that theyiare Fellyw-creztin es with ns 
Fellow-ſerrants to the great Lord of Heaven ry 3 ogy - 
well as they are our Servants, and we Lords over theth. And 
muſt give an account when our Lord Chyiſt comes, 'f be 
find us beating our Fellow-ſervants , if he-findns Urmking 
with che Drunken, and preſently falling up6:}theſe our Fel- 
Jow-ſervants. SLAL EIT 

f3) As they are our Servants ; 'to conſider thae tliey are 

Servants to us, Who are t66 often Mitersto them. 
fwewill uſt them , they fubmit riſtir necks to our y - 
If we abuſe chem they do not wen þ In _—_ m 
no reproof. * Thae which uſual! ers aghioſ- 
Servants is when Servants will a a z wil conrradit 
or at leaſt difpure ic with them: Now ourServants they 
are mute, dumb Creatures; they cannor plead their'gwn' 
cauſe, they return not a word for a blow, not & word for 
many blows, though without a cauſe , or a ſufficient cauſe. 

- £4] Lerus confider , theſe theſe Creatures were partakers of 
the curſe of MansSin ; by reafon eafon of this they groan and travail 
in pain ; their yoke is harder and their burden heavier : We 
ſhonld look on their ſorrows and ſufferings a4 dccaſioned, as 
merited by us, by our diſobedience to ” forerign Lord 


How do their days in our ervice ! end lives 
for our for Food, for Phyſick ; ſometimes for a Sa- 
crifice, and oftencimes even for 3 + Delſght, or Re- 


creation! 


peace for us with th Beaſt ofthe Fralh, 
i nia} tot al 


r, underſtandeth not , but is compared to the Plal. 49-20 

that periſheth. 'Tis no Sin to bea Beaſt , bur 'tis a great 
Sin to be like a Bea. And yer which of us , but hath cauſe 
ſometime or other, not only to confeſs with Agur , _ Prov.30.2, 
an mere brutifh than any Man , 1 bave not the ing of 4 
Man ; but alſo with Devid, $s foolifh was 7, and ignorant , and Pal.q3 22 
even 41 & Beaſt before thee, We read that all manner of Beaſts 
i ———_— panes. 9.208 hg — 
cells us to our ſhame, Can no tan, "13 an wi- Tam 4,0. 
ruly fallef poyſen. hence We may lears, that WM 
we in need of more mercy from , theſe Crea 
rures are able to receive from us , or weto give them. For 
we ſtend in need not only of temporal mercies as they do, 
EPL gn to pardon us, and of 
grace to reform us, and above of qnat- I r 
elſe we ſhall be more miſerable chan the Beaſt that pe b; 
For as * Reverend Author faith, when a Dog dyeth, theres 
— 8 Jy ry 42s that is, that 

ves yes in bis there's nning of his wo. 
And fo much for bom mm nb 


1 
we 


them. | 
1. Letus take care that a5 we do not depreſs 


tures too low , (b that we do not advance them too high : 


(48Y 
| in any Bice: 4 eyrovhere loot var 
wit! ok > Wot worlhip tina daybenſe. ouſt 


noe Ov & the" thworraptible Gedinre on Image made 
L corfuprible Maa,” Birds, and 
A ping 'We _ a—_ be Devil Tens 


fore to them Lee —— ſo as to _—_ 
., an worſhip them F Egypliens di to Api:, from whence 
© thi Yſrcelifes [ett it foworthip the golden Calf. 

2. As we muſt not adore chety as Gods, (fo neither make 
chem our equals. We muſt rake heed of too much fondneſs 
o&f them, or familiarity with them. Hence comes that Sin, 
wich the Scripeure calls Confoſion, viz. Beſtiality, a deſcent 
nearer Hell by one degree, than che Sin of Sedew ; which 
brought a kind of Hell, viz. Fire and Brimſtone out of Hea- 
ver upon them. And yer ſome have conjeftured, chat fome 
lort of Creatures have come into the World this way , be- 
c:uſe of rheir great likeneſs to Men. Monfienr de ls Chambre 
cells ws that there have been Beaſts diſcovered, which are (© 
like Mea , that there is ſcarce any difference as to che out- 
ward form. And 1 read in Mercater's Geography in his. Deſcri- 
ption of Ireland; peg. 45; of 2 Lake there, abour 30 miles in 
lengeh and 1% in breath, of which, thoſe that live near it, 
ſay, it was formerly inhabited, & Agram fuiſſe cultiviſimum, 
but for the Sin of Beſtiality was turn'd into a Like , ſuperſufis 
equis in Locum redaSBim; If ©, their Sin being worſe than 
the Sin of Fidem and Gomorrab, no marvelat cheir puniſhmenc 
was ſomewhat like tlieirs chat wereturned into a'bieuminous 
Lake, or 3 Yead Sea, mid remain (© to this day. 

3. Much leſs muſt we prefer chem before Men t We muſt 
not be cruel ro Men pretending to ſhew mercy to the bruic 
Creatures, Thelife of a Beaſt muitgo fill , ro ſave or pre- 
ſerve thel:fe of a Man,''4 cannot bat condemn the Twhy, 
who fet Birds at fibetty our of cheir Cages, redeeming with 

e&y theſe Captives{ and yor make no conſcience of chait- 
ing Chriſtians ro their Celia ; As alſo the hypocriſy, that 
chear «amongſt the Romaniſts ,* whoſe Clergy are forbid to 
hunt Beaſts, and yer {ome mad&Lneds \Inquiſirors omrpur- 
| poſees hart downi, tear , nd dervonrihe — 

m 


m_ o 
Lambs of Chriſt, Surely the good the great, and the chief OF 
Shepherd of the Flock, and the Biſho of our Souls will 
comy them bur lictle thanks for their ſo doing, when he ſhall 
come to hold his general Viſitation, and ro judge the World. 
Theſe things notwichſtanding, I dare not co thole 
neceſhrated to lave and their own lives) which int 
Civil Wars of France cut off their Horſe-legs , and ſo made 
themſelves a breaſt-work of their bodies. Nor dare I judge 
King David for houghing his Enemies Horſes , thereby to 
make them unſerviceable for the Wars, 2 Sam. 8,4. Let's 
not be ſuperſticiouſly afraid to uſe theſe Creatures, either 
for Food, Phyſick, or Service, no nor for our honeſt Delight 
and Recreation. See your Charter for ſo doing, if not impli- 
citely given to Adam , yet expretly to Noah 3 and again re- 
newed Ad. 10, under the Golpel , in the Viſion and Voice to 
Peter , Ariſe Peter, Kill, and Eat. And though 'tis aid, the 
Diſciples of the Nezerites may be known by their abſtinence _ 
from the fleſh of all living Creatures ; yer our Lord Feſus Gen» 9; 
Chriſt of Nazereth, and he that in ſubſtance though nor in vow 
and ceremony was the true Nezerite , pave his Diſciples no 
ſuch Commandment. Thoſe who reſiſe alcogether to cat 
the fleſh of living Creatures , when duly kilPd, deſerve the 
rame of Pythagereans, Followers of Pytbegers: the Philoſopher, 
rather than to be called Chriſtians, or Difciples of Chriit our 
Saviour, Sothen, uferheſe Creatures we may , we muſt, 
without ſcruple , for our meat; yeaand we may uſe theſe. 
Creatures for our work, to plow and harrow the Ground, 
and to carry our Corn into the Barn, and for any other ne- 
ceſſary uſe, And although many coudemn thoſe Perſons 
who promote the generationof Mules, ſo doth Maimonides 
in his Mere Nev. p. 3: cap. 4. and our own Writers on Gen. 36. 
24. Yet we may uſe them lawfully; for we find them broughe 
to Solomon, 1 King. 10.25. 2 Chron. 9. 24. and amongſt 
the Iſraelites at their return from captivity, Ezrs 2, 66. and 
Nebem. 7. 68. And we no where find that ever they were 
commanded to put theſe away, though Monſters in Nature, 
as they were to put away their outlandiſh Wives. 

4+ Then hence may —_ the horrible apr 


OW 


89 Filton, 


Fl. 


27 
ot the old Sicilian T yrants; of the Roman Emperour Caligule, 
who was-called for his 'crueley , Lutum ſargume maceratun , 
dirtor clay ſoaked in blood; and of the relt; as alſo of the 
Popes of Kome ; The firſt ſort againſt Men, the ſecond againſt 
Chriſtiass, the third againft Proteſtaars, or luchas concurr'd 
m Dofrine or Tenets with them. The truth is, Kome was, 


' and is, a bloody City, and well ſet our in the Leelwhwbey 


« Wamancleathed in Scarlet , a bloody colour. It was at fi 

planted , and afterwards watered with blood. The ten per- 
ſecuring Roman Emperours flew ſo many Chriſtians , as that 
we are told $0co Martyrs may be aſſigned to every Gay in 
the year except one. And, the learned Mr, Mede telis us , that 
the Perfecution of the Beaſt , or of the Papacy , was a5 great 
4s thatof the Roman Heathen Emperours, And here, 
liex,taluGren, as were their Rulers and Governours, ſuch, 
fo cruel! and:bloody were the common People ; wituels the 
great delight che Roman Citizens rook , in beholding the 
Sword- fights, where ſomerimes our of an opinion, that it 
was good againſt the Falling-ſicknels, they luckcd the reak- - 
ing blood out of the freſh wounds ( as well as bathed their 


| D. #. from hands in che blood.) of the ain. They were void of natural 


afﬀfeftion; they had no Bowels for them chat came out of 
their owa Bowels; for they ſometimes expoled , and ſome- 
times murthcred theie own Children, if Females, if deſorm- 
ed, or it the Parents were poor, &c. Yea ſometimes they of- 
fered their own Childrengn Sacrifice to their Idol-Gods , as 
alſo did the Cartbeginiansythe Gaules, and forme of the ancient 
Britains; Thus they became more Lrutiſh, more ſavage than 
the very wild Beaſts ; far which of thele doch not love, em- 
brace ,nourihh , and cheriſh ther Young, the fruit of chei: 


own Bodies ? m2 | 
Heatheys were guilty of fuch 


Aud. well it were if FA 
crueley, and liable repro, How many Chriſtin 


Parencs gre there, of whom it may be laid, as the Emperour 
ſaidof Hered, that it was better to be-his Swine, than his Son ? 
Berter to have been their Beaſts, than their Children? I can- 
not excule Kiug Philip che If, of Spejn , that delivered up, or 
at [rai permizced his own Son Prigce Charles, che Heir of the 


Crown 


Crown to be pur ro death in the Beloved , theſe 
chings ought not ſo to be ; If you muſt be kind ro you Car- 
tel, then much more to your own Children , you muſt noe 
hide your eyes from your own fleſh; you muſt not make 
cheir lives bitcer co them, birrer as death, by reaſon of your 
harſhneſs and __ . jg 

Again, hence be convinced of your duty , andperſiead 
to = Ye that are Maſters of Servants, be Kod yo - 
chem. If we malt not be cruel to the Beaſts, much lefs co our 
Brother, fleſh of our fleſh, and bone of our bone. Your Ser- 
vants, it Chriſtians eſpecially , are your Brethren , your Fel- 
low-ſervants; You and they have one and the fame Maſter 
1n Heaven. 

To draw towards a Concluſion, Let's not be cruel co our 
o*n ſelves, our own Souls or Bodies, Let notany Man lay 
violent hands upon himſelf. Let not any Man that is a Chri- 
ſtian be fels de ſe. Let not ſuicide or lelt-murther be once 
named among Chriſtians. We are Souldiers, have our place 
and ſtation ſet ps , and muſt nor ſtir off che Guard till our 
General, the Lord of Hoſts , call us off again. We muſt not 
break Priſon to ſet our Souls at hberty, bur ſtay till death 
come with power and authority from the Lord of liberty , 
life, and death to let them out. Who ever hated his own fleſh? 

Laſtly, Le.'s be kindly atfefed one towards another , e- 
very Man to his Brother and his Neighbour ; be not Men- 
eaters in the worſt fenſe 35 do not bite and devour one ano-+ 
ther ; donoteat one another as one cateth Bread. If we muſt 
not rent Chriſt's feamles Coat, ſurely we muſt noc tear and 
@vour Chriſt's living Body. Let not our Swords any more 
eat 011e anothers fleſh, or drink one anothers blood any more. 
The Sword hath a mouth , the edge of the Sword inthe He- 
brew ſignifies the mouth of the Sword. If we do thus cat up 
one another , or cruelly ſhed one anothers blood any more, 
know , that the voice of thy Brothers blood will cry to Heaven for 
vengeance, as the blood of id againſt Cain, & the Souls 
under the Altar in the Reve , How long Lord , Holy and 
True, will it be, before thou avenge our blood \ them that bave un- 

z 


juftly ſhed it ! or rather, ſpilt our blood, like water upon the 
| G 2 Earth ! 


; go ragether, Geng. He that ſbed- 
6 by Man ſhall bis bland be ford; And, Te ſhall put - 
blood of the Braff, becauſe , or for, the life is in the Lied Thoſe who are 


uſed ro ſhed blood though the blood of Beaſts , and though for neceffiry 

and publick good , as Furchers amongit vs , arc forbidden by rhe Law 

(or may be excepred ag nt ) if impannet'd upon aJury of life and dearh; 
becauſe their calling, 2s is conceived, doth harden their hearts, orat 

leaſt make them lels inclined to mercy and pity than other Men. Even 
doubtleſs the cruc! SpeRacies at Kune did render the People lefs mer- 

cifo!. "Tis very proabvle that the cuſtom there, of caſting Malefaftours 
io the Lyons and orher wild Beaſts, ro be devoured by them 3 and the 

cuſtom of ſerring Beaſts ro fight with, and kill one anorher in the Thea + 

ire, might diſpoſe i1:cm1 the more eably to delight in the Sword- fights, 
where'n Men lughtered one anorher, to the great conrenr, (ar oa 

and joy of the Reholders, and fo rhough their hands were nor, yer, they 
had their eyes in Hood , and av be that labs on « Woman ts ber, 
batb committed aduliery with ber already in bir beart 5, ſo he that looked on 
rheſt bloody Spettacies with a delire that one ſhovld kill the other, and 
delighred therein when done , committed Murther again his Brother 

in his heart « And 2s 'tis ſaid of fome that they bad eyes fall of Adultery , fo 
we may ſay of the Spettarours of theſe bleody Fights, that they had eyes 
foll of Morther; Thzir eyes were blood ſhot in the worſt ſenſe, their eyes 
were fol! of blood. 

Beloved, ler it nor be fo 2 you 3 you are Chriſtians , Chil 

of the Father of Merciecy; your Boſoms are the neſt of the Heavenly Dove 
& you expe ro follow the Lamb where ever he goes. . You who before 

our call & converſron were as ty Or em as crucl av 
vch one to anorher, Put on as the EleRt of God, bowels of mercy, kind- 
neſs, gentleneſs; you who formerly lived in malice & , harcfu! & ha- 
ring one another 53 now that the kindneſs and love of our Saviour 
towards man hath appeared ; fee thyt all birrerneſi, wrath, clamovr and 
bn rap nd nb or all! malice; & be ye kind one ro 
another, render rred like the Han , not only Kind to your 
Neighbours, but even to Strangers, and like ro the righteous Man in the 
OA is , that be is meſciful ts , or regardeth, ibe life of 
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